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the country by the Portuguese,, and can still trace the
caste to which they originally belonged. All classes of
the people, except Europeans, use the Konkain language
with some admixture of Portuguese words, but the official
language is Portuguese, which is principally spoken in
the capital and the chief towns, as well as by all
educated persons.

The majority of the population profess the Roman
Catholic religion/ and are subject in spiritual matters to
an Archbishop, who has the title of Primate of the East,
and exercises jurisdiction over the Catholics of all the
Portuguese Colonies in the East, and of a great portion of
British India. His nomination rests with the King of
Portugal, subject to confirmation by the Pope. There are
altogether 9G Catholic Churches in Groa, mostly built by
the Jesuits and the Franciscans prior to the extinction of
the religious orders in Portuguese territory. The Hindus
and Muhammedans enjoy perfect liberty in religious
matters, and have their own places of worship.

At the conquest of Groa by Affonso de Albuquerque, the
village communities, amongst which the inhabitants were
distributed, were found to be in the enjoyment of certain
immunities from taxation and of other privileges. Albu-
querque carefully maintained the constitution of the
villages,, and avoided all appearance of fresh taxation.
The same policy was followed by his successors ; and in
1526 a register was compiled, called Foral clos usas e
Costumes, containing the peculiar usage and customs of
the communities, and the privileges enjoyed by them from
time immemorial. This register served as a guide book
to subsequent administrations. But, in time, the com-
munities were burdened with additional imposts, and